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Tonight...
-7:00 Help desk 

7:00 Magic Time!  
 New members - Brian Fountain
 Dues ($3) - Ray Kallman
 
7:30 Early Computer History
 presented by Gordon Lilly  

 Wrap-up - Brian

03.09.07 - Elizabeth Millard - newsfactor.com

Apple might begin selling 
notebook computers 
that use flash memory 

instead of hard-disk drives, 
an analyst has predicted, 
and the change could 
come before the end of 
the year.
 Apple already uses 
flash memory in its 
music players, and several digital 
camera manufacturers also employ the 
technology. The memory uses less space, is lighter 
than a traditional hard drive, and also requires 
less power.
 Although Apple would not confirm the accuracy 
of the rumors, American Technology Research 
analyst Shaw Wu noted in news reports that he 
believes Apple is working on creating smaller 
computers called “subnotebooks” that will be 
unveiled in the second half of 2007.
 Wu was one of the first analysts to predict 
the launch of Apple’s iPhone music player and 
phone, which caused a huge splash at its recent 
unveiling. The analyst cited unnamed industry 
sources for that report, and is keeping mum now 
on how he might have gotten the subnotebook 
information.

Memory Games    
 If Apple does pursue flash memory, it could 
put pressure on manufacturers of traditional disk 
drives, Wu noted. Some chip memory producers, 
such as Micron Technology, have stated in the 
past that a switch to flash could be inevitable 
because flash has several advantages and prices 
have been dropping recently.  
 In his prediction, Wu noted that price declines 
have made it an ideal time for flash memory 
makers to gain momentum in the laptop arena. 
Because flash memory does not have moving 
parts, they are less likely to be damaged than 
hard drives. This fact has saved many iPod 
owners from finding their music players kaput 
after they’re dropped.   
 The small size of the memory also could spur 
innovation in creating smaller laptops. Flash is 
already used in small devices like cell phones 
and digital cameras, and laptops could undergo a 
similar miniaturization.

Flash Laptops
 Even if the speculation surrounding Apple does 
not pan out in the near term, flash-based portable 
computers are likely to be the wave of the future, 
said Forrester Research analyst Ted Schadler. “The 

Are Flash-Based Apple 
Notebooks Coming?

benefits to consumers are big,” he noted. “Longer 
battery life, more flexibility in form factors, much 
more durable, smaller computers.”
 Apple is particularly well poised to create a 
flash-based laptop, he added: “With Apple’s 
modular operating system built on open-source 
components, they are in a good position to build 
a flash-based notebook computer.”
 One drawback to such a system is that it would 
be more expensive than the types of laptops 
made now, but that higher price is also in line 
with Apple, Schadler said. Because of Apple’s 
proprietary systems, Mac fans are used to paying 
more than they would for a PC.
 “It’s in line with Apple’s strategy and premium 
customer base,” Schadler said. “If Apple builds a 
flash-based computer, consumers will buy it.”

03.13.07 - Peter Cohen - MacCentral

Apple on Tuesday 
released Mac OS X 
v10.4.9, available 

in both client and server 
versions for PowerPC and 
Intel-based Macs. The 
updates are available for 
download through the 
Software Update system preference pane, and 
can also be had from the Apple Downloads Web 
page.
 Specific changes in the 10.4.9 release include 
improvements to raw camera file support; han-
dling of large or malformed images that could 
cause crashes; image capture performance; 
mouse scrolling and keyboard shortcuts; font 
handling; playback quality and bookmarks in 
DVD player; USB video conferencing cameras 
for use with iChat; Bluetooth devices; browsing 
AFP servers; Apple USB model; Windows-cre-
ated digital certificates; Open and Print dialogs in 
Rosetta-based applications on Intel-based Macs; 
time zone and Daylight Savings Time changes for 
2006 and 2007, and security updates.
 Apple’s Web site has further details about 
what’s specifically changed in Mac OS X v10.4.9, 
as well. Highlights include improvements to 
.Mac sync performance and sync issues; fixes 
for wake from sleep issues with Bluetooth pe-
ripherals; changes to iCal; support for USV Video 
Class webcams in iChat; iSync support for more 
devices; WPA2 encryption support in Network 
Diagnostics; performance issues related to Intel 
iMacs working on high-speed network switches; 
improvements to OpenGL graphics reliability in 
World of Warcraft and more.

Apple Releases Mac OS X 
v10.4.9

03.06.07 - The Onion

At a highly anticipated 
media event Tuesday 
at San Francisco’s 

Moscone Center, Apple Inc. 
CEO Steve Jobs introduced a 
new Apple product he said 

Apple Unveils New Product-
Unveiling Product

see “iLaunch” on page 2

Jobs introduces Jobs  
introducing the iLaunch, 
Apple’s new  
product-unveiling product.

would “revolutionize” the process of unveiling new 
products throughout the world.
 “In 1984, Apple introduced the Mac,” Jobs said 
to an overflowing crowd as an image of the first 
Macintosh computer was displayed on a giant 
screen behind him. “We changed the face of the 
music industry with the first iPod in 2001. And in 
January, we showed off the revolutionary new 
iPhone. Today, Apple is releasing a piece of inno-
vative new technology that will forever change 
the way innovative new technology is released.”
 The iLaunch, as the new product is called, was 
then raised up from below the stage, prompting 
the audience of technology journalists, develop-
ers, and self-professed “Apple fanatics” to burst 
into a five-minute standing ovation.
 “Get ready for the future of product introduction,” 
said Jobs, looking resplendent in a black turtleneck 
and faded jeans. “The iLaunch will be able to make 
announcements from this, or any other stage, mak-
ing human participation in generating consumer 
awareness almost entirely unnecessary.”
 The iLaunch runs Keynote-formatted presentations 
in high definition through a built-in projector while 
displaying a 3-D rotating image of the product. 
Voice-recognition software, Apple’s most advanced 
to date, can recite a speech highlighting the features 
of the device while injecting several clever digs at 
competitors. Should a product demonstration expe-
rience a glitch or malfunction, the iLaunch boasts a 
complex algorithm that can automatically produce 
humorous and distracting quips.
 Described in its patent filing as a “hype-generating 
mechanism with fully integrated Mac compatibility,” 
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By Matt@Smalldog.com

ashboard is a love-or-hate 
feature of MacOS X 10.4 
Tiger. I still haven’t decided 

whether I love it or hate it, but its 
voracious appetite for memory is certainly hate wor-
thy. I have little use for stickies (I still use the analog 
version: real-life post-it notes stuck to my iMac), 
though I like having the weather widget and ski 
report widgets available. Better yet is the translation 
widget, which helps me occasionally when I read 
news in Spanish in hopes of regaining fluency.
 The cost of running five ski report widgets, a 
note pad, a translator, and a weather widget is 
over 100MB of physical RAM, and several giga-
bytes of virtual memory (read: hard drive space).  
When I’m done using Dashboard, I always run an 
AppleScript that restarts the Dock, which owns 
Dashboard.  By restarting the Dock, Dashboard 
is also restarted, which frees up all physical and 
virtual memory associated with it.  That memory 
will be reclaimed by Dashboard once it’s invoked 
again with F12, or the hot key you specified.
 Of course, Dashboard can be disable entirely in 
Terminal.
 
 defaults write com.apple.dashboard mcx-dis-
abled -boolean YES
 killall Dock

and re-enabled by typing

 defaults write com.apple.dashboard mcx-dis-
abled -boolean NO
 killall Dock

 You can download the AppleScript, which I 
named killthedash, from my .Mac public folder.  
To do this, pull down the Go menu in Finder, 
select iDisk, then Other User’s Public Folder, and 
type my .Mac username: mmklein.

Dashboard - Love It or Leave ItI found this helpful list of OSX shortcuts from Small Dog Electronics. it is meant to be fold-
ed in half and kept close by for a reference to shortcuts available to you in OSX. Download 

your copy at: blog.smalldog.com/article/613/useful-os-x-keyboard-shortcuts

By Jon@Smalldog.com

In Tech Tales we periodically mention the 
march of time, and the effect it has on re-
pairs that we can perform.  As time passes, 

Apple classifies machines into two sub-cat-
egories, “Vintage” and “Obsolete.” Apple pro-
vides different support per classification.
 Making its Vintage category debut this 
quarter is none other than the Powerbook 
G4. For those not in the know, the Power-
book G4 simply refers to the original 400MHz 
and 500MHz Tibook models. Also added the 
Vintage category this quarter are the Pow-
ermac G4 Digital Audio, and the last of the 
SDRAM based Towers, the G4 Quicksilver.
 What does this mean? Apple will no lon-
ger provide mail-in service for these models, 
and parts will not be available to Service 
Providers to repair these machines. In some 
cases, parts ordered to fix these units will be 
honored, but it’s a case-by-case basis and 
depends solely on the discretion of Apple 
Service and what parts they, Apple Service, 
have available.

The March of Time
Speaking of computer history...

The Tarmac Vaporware Gazette, named in honor of past 
president Jerry Rowe, is published for each meeting by smitty’s 
printshop, a non-existant shop specializing in things of little 
or no importance to the world at large. Send your comments, 
good or bad, to smittysprintshop@mac.com. 
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the iLaunch is powered by Intel dual-core processors 
optimized to calculate a product’s gravitas. Apple 
claims the iLaunch can garner the same amount of 
press attention as a major scientific discovery, high 

court ruling, celebrity meltdown, or natural disaster at 200 
times the speed of a traditional media-fostered launch.
 “If you want to condition the public to liken your 
product to the telephone and the internal combustion 
engine in importance, that’s now possible with iLaunch,” 
Jobs said. “And it’s so easy, even an intern can use it.”
 According to Jobs, the innovative iLaunch not 
only makes product launching infinitely easier, it 
could forever change corporate structure itself.
 “For too long, hands-on, maverick CEOs have de-
voted their valuable time to strutting around on stage 
and breathlessly describing the features of their new 
products, in the process encouraging cults of personal-
ity that could have a detrimental long-term effect on 
their companies,” Jobs said. “Apple’s goal within the 
next 12 months is to make me totally obsolete.”
 This comment earned the Apple CEO another, 
slightly longer, standing ovation.
 As his presentation wound down, Jobs said 
there was “one more thing” he wanted to men-
tion: The iLaunch automatically saves a sig-
nificant, salient product feature for the end of a 
presentation, to surprise and delight audiences.
 “Do you want to know what the surprise of this 
unveiling is?” said Jobs to the eagerly nodding 
crowd. “The iLaunch itself generated this entire 
presentation, as well as this very surprise.”
 Even amid fevered speculation, Apple was typi-
cally mum before the launch product’s launch, and 
Mac rumor websites failed to predict any major de-
tails about the new offering, other than the fact that 
it was going to “change everything” and “be huge.”
 Post-launch reaction has been even more ecstatic.
 “Before today, I couldn’t imagine paying 
$12,000 for a product-unveiling product,” CNET 
editor Jasmine France said after the presentation. 
“Now I can’t imagine living without it.”
 Shortly after Jobs’ address, Microsoft announced 
that they are working on a similar product, the 
Launch-O, due to debut in 2009.

“iLaunch” continued in jest from front page 


